


VISIT PENSACOLA is the destination management organization for Escambia County which includes Pensacola,
Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key. With over 460 years of rich history and 18 miles of sugar-white sand beaches,

bordered by the emerald-green waters of the Gulf of Mexico, visitors from all over the world are lured to our pristine
shores every year. Visit Pensacola supports the community vision of tourism by serving as the central body
responsible for building tourism as an economic engine for our community through leadership, connection,

collaboration and communication.

Today, as in the past, visitors from all over the world are enticed by Pensacola’s
pristine sugar-white beaches and emerald green water. Once here, however,
many find themselves captivated by its history, culture and diverse heritage. 

Pensacola is more than a pretty face. It’s a city with a past, one that stretches
back more than 460 years when Spanish explorer Don Tristán de Luna y Arellano
was lured to its pristine shores in 1559, establishing Pensacola as the first
European settlement in North America. 

We invite you to take a stroll through the Historic Pensacola Village, where
guides in colonial-era costumes bring history to life with reenactments and
demonstrations, or venture to the historic Belmont-DeVilliers district, the heart
of the African-American community, once known as the “Harlem of the South.” 

Should you get hungry, indulge on some of the finest cuisine overlooking the
waterfront or on a sleepy corner downtown. Whether your idea of a great meal
is classic cuisine or fresh Gulf seafood on the deck in your flip-flops, you’ll find
a dining experience beloved by locals and visitors alike. Dig into familiar
favorites like surf-and-turf, sushi, and pub fare. Discover exciting new flavors
like downhome Southern cooking, spicy Cajun soul food and fusion cuisines. It’s
all here, and it’s all delicious. 

Afterwards, stroll around town and pop in and out of the numerous art galleries
and museums, this city is teeming with culture. 

Finally, make sure you catch the sunset on one of our many beaches. Whether
your’re on a blanket, in the sand, in a chair under an umbrella or feeling
adventurous enough to climb onto a paddle board, we promise it will be worth it. 

We hope you’ll consider the Pensacola Bay Area for your next excursion. 

Sincerely, 
The Visit Pensacola Team



Located in the Northwest Florida panhandle, Pensacola is the western gate to the sunshine state - that is the first destination
you enter when you cross the Florida state line from the west.

Pensacola is a short 3-hour drive from New Orleans, 4-hour drive from Birmingham, and 5-hour drive from Atlanta.

Pensacola International Airport has over 20 direct flights from markets like Nashville, Dallas, Washington, D.C., Denver, and
Chicago.

PENSACOLA ON THE MAP



SATISFY YOUR
TASTEBUDS

HISTORY & 
HERITAGE

Founded in 1559, Pensacola is
America's First Settlement. With

over 460-years of history, the city
of five flags has a diverse and

interesting heritage story.
Pensacola has over 25 museums and
trails with hands-on history to share

our nations past. 

FAMILY FUN
Add one part activity, one part

relaxation, and one part value, and
you'll see why the Pensacola Bay

Area provides the perfect recipe for
an unforgettable and affordable
family vacation. Attractions and
activities of every kind mean big

family fun for visitors.

BEACH BUM
The beaches of Pensacola cover

nearly 40-miles between Pensacola
Beach, Perdido Key, and the Gulf
Islands National Seashore. Sugar
white sand, emerald green water,

and pure relaxation await you on our
shores. 

PLAY OUTSIDE
With rolling hills, bountiful bayous,

lazy lagoons, natural national
seashores and the emerald green

waters of the Gulf of Mexico, there’s
a gamut of outdoor activities that
are yours for the taking. Sailing,

paddling, diving, and hiking are just
the beginning of your adventures. 

LOCAL CHARMS
While Pensacola is known for its

white sand beaches, it's the eclectic
pieces of the destination that make

us unique. A few spotlight local
charms include the U.S. Navy Blue

Angels, the walkable downtown
district, arts community, and more. 

Miles of wide open, pristine beaches, crystal-clear water, and sun-
drenched shores offer reasons enough to visit the Pensacola Bay Area.
But, look deeper and you’ll also find a wealth of historic, adventurous and
culinary experiences and events around every corner. Even better? You
have options. You see, Pensacola is The Way to Beach™ because it's so
much more....

With delectable dining
establishments, lively libation
locales and charming culinary

festivals aplenty, the food & drink
scene in the Pensacola Bay Area

serves up some serious flavor. From
hole in the wall beach bars to flip
flop fine dining, you'll find it here. 



Founded in 1559 by Don Tristan DeLuna, Pensacola is America’s First Settlement.
Pensacola is the only destination between Mobile and Jacksonville with the Big 5 – that is an accredited art museum, theatre,
symphony, opera, and ballet. 
Pensacola is home to the Gulf Islands National Seashore, the nation’s longest federally protected seashore. 
Pensacola is 9th in the country for breweries per capita. It has over 15 breweries!
Pensacola’s white sand is 100% quartz washed down from the Appalachian Mountains. It even squeaks when you walk on it!
The National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola is the world’s  largest naval aviation museum with over 150 aircraft. 
Pensacola is the start of the Florida Panhandle Shipwreck Diving Trail which includes the world's largest artificial barrier reef, the
U.S.S. Oriskany. 
The Pensacola Pass and Fort Barrancas are a part of the Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.
Big Lagoon State Park in West Pensacola is the start of the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail and the Florida
Circumnavigational Saltwater Paddling Trail, a 2,000-mile paddling trail around the entire state of Florida.
Pensacola is home to the U.S. Navy Blue Angels, the Navy’s official flight demonstration squadron. They can be seen practicing in
the destination most Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from March – Nov. 
Pensacola’s Belmont-Devilliers District was added to the Mississippi Blues Trail in 2018. 
Dubbed the Festival City of the South, Pensacola hosts numerous signature events that have been happening longer than 5 years
including the Flora-Bama Interstate Mullet Toss, the Great Gulf Coast Arts Festival, and Mardi Gras.
 America's First Settlement (A1S) Trail in downtown Pensacola is a 3-mile history trail that features 20 stops with QR codes and 70
points of interest. 



WEBSITE
VISITPENSACOLA.COM provides travelers with easy
access to all Pensacola Bay Area content. Whether

looking for assistance in booking lodging or excursions
through our website, daily updates through social

channels, weekly tips on blogs or monthly notices through
our eNewsletter, Visit Pensacola has something that can

service you.

Want to learn more about the Pensacola Bay Area? 
Choose personalized information and have it sent straight

to your inbox. Sign up now for our free eNewsletter.

FOLLOW US 
WWW.VISITPENSACOLA.COM

SIGN UP

MEDIA REQUEST FORM

ASSET LIBRARY

MEDIA ASSISTANCE 
VISIT PENSACOLA welcomes travel media to the area.

If you are interested in a Visit Pensacola Media
Familiarization (FAM) Tour, click to fill out the form.

Every effort will be made to accommodate your
preferences; however, it is not guaranteed.

Media assistance depends on availability and is
handled on a case-by-case basis. 



MEET THE TEAM




